
The Masters of Science in Applied Psychology (Forensic Psychology) offers training 
in a vibrant, research-active atmosphere. We use a scientist-practitioner approach 
to the scientific study of human behaviour in the justice system. 

Forensic Psychology focuses on researching aspects of human behaviour directly 
related to the legal process and applying this knowledge to the legal process. 
Graduates will leave equipped with skills for either applied work in the justice 
system or for further PhD-level studies in Forensic Psychology. 

Course work covers the latest developments in research methods; developing and 
evaluating forensic psychological measurement tools; ethical and professional 
issues in the field; and application of risk assessment instruments.

Our students will apply their learning during a practicum in the field, and through 
teaching and research assistantships. Students will also conduct and defend their 
own original research through their Master’s thesis. 

About Saint Mary’s
Saint Mary’s University is a world-class institution for higher learning with a rich 
200-year history. It offers state-of-the-art facilities and a dynamic, multicultural 
community. Saint Mary’s is located in the historic capital city of Halifax, the 
bustling economic and cultural centre of the province of Nova Scotia, on the east 
coast of Canada.

THE DEGREE

Four required courses: 

• Advanced Psychological Statistics  
and Research Design

• Forensic Tests & Measures

• Criminal Justice Field Experience

• Correctional Psychology

Plus the following requirements: 

• An additional 9 credit hours are required;

• 500-hour practicum;

• Master’s thesis. 

Minimum program duration: Two years. 

M.Sc. in Applied Psychology

Forensic Psychology Stream



Faculty Members and primary research interests   

Contact:

For more information, or if you have any questions 
about the MSc in Applied Psychologty (Forensic 
Psychology Stream) program, please contact:

Dr. Marguerite Ternes
Meg.Ternes@smu.ca

Admissions Requirements

• Honours degree in Psychology or equivalent

• Academic transcript, personal statement, 
CV, three letters of reference, GRE scores 
(verbal, quantitative, analytical).

Financial matters

Tuition (Canadian students): $7,930
Tuition (International students): $16,313

Please note that applicants will be considered for 
internal scholarship funding from the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research. Funding is also 
offered for teaching and research assistantships. 

Department of Psychology 

McNally Building South Wing, MS 323
923 Robie Street, Halifax, N.S.  B3H 3C3 

Phone: 902-420-5846 

Fax: 902-496-8287

Email: Psychology@smu.ca

Dr. Robert Konopasky   
Professor of psychology

• Forensic psychology, especially methods of 
establishing cause of damages in civil suits

• Expert witness in a wide range of legal proceedings

Dr. Marc Patry   
Professor of Psychology and Chairperson

• Law and public policy, correctional psychology, 
eye witness memory, police interrogations and 
confessions

Dr. Steven Smith   
Professor of Psychology and Dean of Science

• Eyewitness identification, confession evidence, 
interpretation of recent Supreme Court decisions

• The role of messaging in unhealthy behaviors

Dr. Skye Stephens   
Assistant Professor

• Clinical-forensic psychology

• Sexual offending, specifically the role of atypical 
sexual interests in victim selection and recidivism

Dr. Veronica Stinson   
Professor of Psychology

• Juror and jury decision-making

• Eyewitness testimony

• Police investigations

Dr. Marguerite Ternes   
Assistant Professor and Area Representative

• Substance use and addiction, correctional 
psychology, credibility assessment, eyewitness 
memory, and investigative interviewing
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